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Abigail Adams - 1744 - 1818.  Wife of the 2nd President of the United States, John Adams and mother to the 6th

President, John Quincy Adams.  When John met her she was 17 and he was impressed at her knowledge of
politics and philosophy.  She is known for many letter to John while he was away.

Abutso-Ni - 1222 to around 1283.  Ankamon'in no Shijo was an attendant to the princess of Japan but left the
court at about age 18. .  She married twice and when her second husband died she became a Buddhist nun and
took the name Abutso-ni.  Ni means nun.  Two volumes of her poetry were published after her death and 48
poems were published in imperial anthologies.  .

Ann Katherine Greene - American poet and novelist, 1846 - 1935.  One of the first writers of detective fiction.
Wrote about 40 books and was a bestselling author.  She created to prototype for Miss Marple and invented the
girl detective.

Book of Common Prayer - name given to many books, the first having been published in 1549 by the Church
of England.  They contain daily readings and words for administration of wedding and burial ceremonies.

Catallus - A Latin poet who lived around 84 to 54 BC.  He was popular during his life and knew Caesar. His
works are still studied and he was an influence on other greats such as Ovid, Horace and Virgil.
Dante Gabriel Rossetti - 1828 - 1882.  English poet, painter, illustrator and translator.  His sister, Cristina, was
also a well known poet.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning - Victorian English poet, wife of Robert Browning.  Born 1806, died 1861.  She
was popular in the United States as well as England.  Edgar Allan Poe reviewed her work and said  "her poetic
inspiration is the highest—we can conceive of nothing more august. Her sense of Art is pure in itself."[

George Eliot - was the pen name of a Victorian English novelist, journalist and translator.  She was born Mary
Ann Evans.  She took a male pen name she said so she would be taken seriously.   She was born in 1819 and
died in 1880.   Her well known works include, Adam Bede, Middlemarch, Silas Marner and The Mill on the
Floss.

Guy de Maupassant - 1850 - 1893.  Popular French writer. He is considered one of the fathers of the modern
short story.and served as a model for O. Henry and Somerset Maugham.  He was very prolific with 300 short
stories, six novels, three travel books, and one volume of verse.

James Boyle O’Rielly - 1844 -1890.  Irish borne poet and writer who had an adventurous life.  He became a
member of the Fenians a military group wanting to break away from England.  He narrowly avoided the death
sentence and later was sent to Western Australia, to a prison colony.  He eventually made his way to America.
He became a reporter and later editor and part owner of the Pilot, a newspaper in Boston.  He was married and
had 4 children.  His poems were popular during his life.

James Russell Lowell - 1819 - 1891.  American poet, critic, editor and diplomat.  He was educated as a lawyer
at Harvard and is considered an influence on Mark Twain and H. L. Mencken.   He was married twice (first
wife died) and served as ambassador to Spain.

James W. Foley - unknown birth date, died in 1939.  He was a school teacher in North Dakota.  He was the
state poet laureate, wrote the lyrics to the state anthem and several books of poetry.
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James Whitcomb Riley - 1849 - 1916.  American writer and poet from Indiana.  Popular works: Little Orphan
Annie and The Raggedy Man.

Johanne Secundus - 1511 - 1536.  Dutch writer, also known as Janus Secundus.  He only lived to 24 but
produced several works.  His most well known is The Book of Kisses; the first complete edition was published
years after his death, in 1541.

John Keats - 1795- 1821.  An English Romantic poet.  He trained as a doctor and at one time seemed destined
to be a surgeon but he loved writing and took that direction.   His work wasn’t received that well when he was
living.  He was first published only 4 years before his death.  After his death his work became more popular.
Today his works are some of the most popular in English literature.

Juliette Drouet - 1806 - 1883. French.  Born Julienne Josephine Gauvain, she was orphaned at an early age and
lived with an uncle whose last name was Drouet.  She was considered precocious and could read and write at
age 5 and considered proficient in literature and poetry by age 10.  Considered by Parisian society to be very
beautiful; she was a very successful actress.  In 1833 she met Victor Hugo and fell in love.  She left her career
and became his secretary and traveling companion.  She wrote thousands of letters to him.

J. Wing -  Only information I could find was in the book where the poem was found: One Hundred And
Twenty Asiatic Love Poems, published in 1920.  J. Wing was listed as a Chinese American who worked as a
valet.

Leos Janacek - 1854 - 1928.  Czech composer.  He was married twice.  His first wife died and he divorced the
second wife.  In 1917 he met Kamila Stosslova.   She was 38 years younger but he was evidently in love with
her and she inspired him the rest of his live.  He wrote 730 letters to her.

Plautus - 254-184 BC.  Roma n playright, his  comedies are the earliest surviving intact works of Latin
literature.

Sir John Betjeman - 1906- 1984.  Poet, journalist and broadcaster.  Very popular on television and a British
Poet Laureate.  He was a founding member of the Victorian Society

Sone no Yoshitada - Japanese writer, known only as a minor official and unique poet, he lived around 1000.

Richard Le Galliene - English poet and author.  1866 - 1947.  In 1897 he moved to the United States.  He
wrote for several newspapers under the name Logroller and published a considerable list of books of poetry
and prose, among them many on the topic of love.

Richard Watson Gilder - 1804 - 1909.  An American poet and editor.  Born in New Jersey, educated in New
York, he was one founder of the Newark Register.

Robert Browning - 1812 - 1889.   A foremost Victorian poet and playwright.  Married to Elizabeth Barrett,
also a poet.  Elizabeth died many years before Robert and he never remarried.  His sister Sarianna who was
also a gifted writer became his companion.
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Robert Burns -  1759 - 1796.  Scottish poet and lyricist known by several nicknames such as The Bard, and
Scotland’s Favorite Son.  He is regarded as a pioneer of the Romantic Movement.  Perhaps his best know poem
and song is Auld  Lang Syne.   In 2009 he was chosen as the greatest Scot by the Scottish public.

Shakespeare - English poet and playwright, 1564 - 1616.  Widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English
language.  Known as the Bard of Avon, his surviving works include 154 sonnets, 38 plays and many other
poems.  His plays are performed more often than any other playwright.

Sulpicia - the only woman of ancient Rome whose poems are known today.  She is known  for a handful of
poems addressed to a lover.

Victor Hugo - 1802 - 1885.  French poet, novelist and dramatist.  Outside France he is best known for The
Hunchback of  Notre Dame and Les Miserables.

William Ernest Henley -  1843 - 1903.  English writer and poet most known for Invictus.   His was a friend of
Robert Louis Stevenson and the inspiration for Long John Silver.  He had a daughter, Margaret who died at age
5 but was immortalized in Peter Pan.  J.M. Barrie was a family friend and Margaret had referred to him as
fwendy-Wendy.

Zelda Sayre - 1900 - 1948.  Born in Montgomery Alabama.  Wife of writer F. Scott Fitzgerald.  She was also a
writer.  She married Fitzgerald in 1920.  He dubbed her the first American flapper and they became famous as
part of the Lost Generation and lived for awhile in Europe.  She inducted into the Alabama Women’s Hall of
Fame in 1992 and is considered an icon of feminism.

Zhang jiu ling - 673 - 740.  Also known by Zishou and Bowu.  Chinese poet, minister and scholar.  He also
served in several government posts.
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